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BE Ski, Sir W une 
| other of the valiant King RoßERT Baut, which 
followeth upon the end of it, and of which this. is an 
abridgement, was written in Latin by Mr John Blair, 

: chaplain to Wallace, and turned into Scots metre. by 

- > onecalled blind Harry, in the days of King James IV. 
and the hiſtory of Bruce was written by Mr. John Bar- 
bour, archdean of Aberdeen, a learned man in the days 


Ip for the fpace of 40 years, betwixt tbe two realms of 


bother conſtantly defending the liberties of their country. 
1 During which broils, there happened great alterations, 


_ > overthrow and advancement of particular families, the 
one for betraying, the other for e their 
country's freedom and welfare. 


this war. In the year 1285, Alexander the III. king of 
Scotland, being ſuddenly. taken away, by a fall from his 
horſe, at Kinghorn, without any iſſue of his body, and 
in him the whole poſterity of his father Alexander II. 
and grandfather William the Lyon, being extinct, the 


: Lord of Annandale and Cleveland; the youngeſt Ada, 
married Henry Haſtings, an Engliſhman ; who having 
no juſt title to the crown, the contention reſted betwixt 


Lord of Galloway, leaving no ſons by his wife Mare, 
Faret; his eldeſt daughter Dornagilla of Galloway, 
mwarried John Baliol, a man of great power and lands 
. 3 both i in eee Bu; and P 8 wo: wee to bim 
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of. King David Bruce and Robert Stewart, and both 
together contain a relation of the moſt famous war that 
euer fell out in the iſle of Britain, fought moſt valiant- 


* Scotland and England ;. the one -ugjuſtly purſuing, the 


both in the general ſtate of this kingdom, and in the 


„That the whole hiſtory may be more. clear, we 1 
dhought good, in a ſhort introduction, to ſet down the 
| cauſes, occaſions, and the- moſt memorable paſſages of 


;...-— right of the crown fell to the heirs of David Earl of. 
Huntington and Garioch, youngeſt. brother to William 
tte Lyon, He had left three daughters, the eldeſt 

Margaret, married to Allan Lord of Galloway; the 
Second Iſabel, to Robert Bruce, (ſirnamed the noble,) 


: the poſterity of. the two. elder daughters ; for Allan, 


e 


John Baliot afterwards King. Robert Bruce; by his 
wife Tabel of Huntington; had Robert Bruce, he . 
came to be Earl of Carrick; by marrying Martha he! 
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retrix thereof, and who contended eck. John Baliol, 


7 — 


and died in, the time of Wallace's wars. His eldelt 5 
ſon, Robert Bruce, ſucceeded King of Scotland. 


Dornagilla of Galloway claimed the crown, as heir 


* ets, eldeſt daughter. to Prince David. Robert 


art of Carrick, albeit ſon to Iſabel the'fecond Ne 


Bruce, 


daughter, yet, contended that in feudal ſucceſſion, the 
flirſt male ought to ſucceed before a wean ſtanding in 
tie ſame degree, as a ſqn excludeth his ſiſter from fue- 


ceſſion, altho' ſhe be elder; and therefore he and Dor- J 


nagilla of Galloway, Randing in the ſecond degree from 
Prince David, he ought to be preferred to her: as fot 


her ſon, John Baliol, he could claim no right but by her, ey 


and likewiſe was a degree further off from Prince; Da- 
vid. The like practice had fallen out ſome ten years 


before, in Hugh the fourth Duke of Burgundy, whoſe _ 
eldeſt ſon Hugh, (dyingbefore hi i; father} left a daugh- 8 


ter Jola, Counteſs of Nevers, who claimed to ſucceed 


her grand-father Hugh IV. Notwithſtanding Robert, 
ſecond ſon to the ſame Hugh IV. was preferred to 


her, and ſucceeded the Duke of Burgundy : if then 
the ſecond ſon in feudal inheritance füceeed before the 
eldeſt ſon's dau hter, far more ought the nephew te 


ſucceed before the fiece. The right of ſucceſſion bes 
ing thus made doubtful, the competitors were ſo po-. 


erful, that they drew the greateſt part of the kingdam _ 
in two equal factions; fo that it ſeemed impeffi Ble to 
6 ſettle the controverſy, at home, without . into: - © 


. civit war. 


The Rates of ehe, to peebent this wiſchies, 5 | 
thought it fitteſt to ſubmit chelarbitrament of the plea 8 


to Edward I. firnamed Long Shanks, king of England, 


and that upon divers weighty reaſons + for he and his + 
father King Henry III. being joined by many alliances,  - 


of bands and fi icndſlip to the two laſt kings of Scotland, 


had lived in great amity and cobcord with them re- 
ceiving and interch anging many favours and! kin gu- Ry | 
ties. The two competitors alſo, Bruce and Baliol;tad  -* 

as: great lands in England As in Scotland, Fa thar he, and 2 
ke — 555 was able to make them . to reaſon. . 


"rally, * 1 Scotland. not FEI able to overs 


mine the. plea, . there was no prince beſides-more pow- 


9 aud, in eppearange, more like to compoſe the 
controverſy, - without great bloodſhed. This motion 


ö Z Was in- ſeeret very greedily embraced by King Edward, 


hoping in ſo troubleſame a water, to find a gainful fiſh- 


ing, either by drawing the kingdom of Scotland under 


his direct ſubjection, or at leaſt under his homage, as 
lord paramount and ſuperior: conſidering the difficulty 
to determine the queſtion. at home, and the intereſt he 
bad in both parties, being (for a great part of their e- © 
ſſtates,) his vaſſals and ſubjects; his great power alſo, 
1 (beſides Ireland] a great part of France under 
his dominion, and the low countries his affured confede - 
rates gaye him great encouragement; neither wanted 
he great friendſhip in Scotland, having 
ny of the greateſt noblemen in Scotland, vaſſals and 
ſeudaties to himſelf for many lands which they held in 
n partly for great ſervices done to himſelf and 
his father, partly lying within Northumberland, and 


the border ſhires, then held by the Scots in fee of Eng- 


land: partly alſo by interchange of marriage and ſuc- 
ceſſions betwixt the two nations, which for a long time 
bad lived in great amity, as if it had been one kings 
Jos And to N the e more fearful, he 


e 


den upon King Alan thr 125 baſtard anke wil 
. pretended, to be legitimate; aud John Haſtings Lord 
Abergareny, deſcended of Ada, youngeſt ee to 
2 David of Huntington: N 
Having thus prepared matters, he came to Arnett 
and met with the States of Scotland, to whom he pro- 


5 2 miſed to. decide the .contr: verſy according to equi- 


iB and: that it might ſeen more Ukely, he bronght 
fm France ſundry of the woll famous lawyers of chat 
age; he cboſe alſo vut of the States of Scutzand aſſem - 
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1 he joined the like number of Engliſh, as wut * E 8 
| ſors to bim in his arbitratment. At this meeting, by* 
| © the doubtful anſwers of lawyers, and the number of new 
| precedents, he made the matter more difficult, and ap- 
3 a new convention at Nortamn: on the border, = 
= the year following. . 2 
„ "Difficulties thus increafing, and the Eal 5 eln 
N 1 gon foot a great army, to take the crown of Scot - 
I | and by force, (which their own ſtories affirm, 10 have 
2 landed ia Scotland, and to have intercepted ſome 
ſtrengths) at the mecting of Norham, King Edward 
dealt ſecretly, and by fit agents, with the States of = 
1 Scotland, for ſnunning imminent dangers, td become © | 
| his fobjects; he, being deſcended of King David's ſiſter 
: and fo but two degrees further from the crown of Scots _ 
1 land than Bruce or. Baliol were, This being flatly _ 
1 refuſed by all, he betook him to his other deſign. And 
1 firſt dealt ſecretly with Robert Bruce, promiſing to diſ- 
1 | cern in his favours, if he would take the crown of Scot - 
e 
- 
e 
d 


land holden of him, and do him homage for it, Bu- 
he. ſtouily refuſed to ſubjeR a free nation to any overt - 
lord; whereupen King Edward called for John Baliol, _ 
ho, knowing that he was not ſo much favoured of the 
States of Scotland, eaſily condeſcendedto King Edward's 
deſire, and was by him declared King of Scotland? 
the States, defirous of peace, conveyed him to Scoon. 


f | © where he was crowned, anno 1291, and all except _ 
ir Bruce, ſwore obedience to him. 1 hereafter Duncan 
„ 1 Maeduff, eat} of Fife, was killed by Lord Abernethy, 

f (a man of great power in thoſe times, allied both with» 
3 the Cummings and Baliol; ;) the EarPs brother, finding. _ 

ut the King partial in the adminiitration of juſtice, ſum- 

d . mod him to compear before the King of England in 
i ; arliament ; z where being preſent; - and fitting beſide 
al King Edward, (after he had done him homage) When 
k, I be was called upon, thought to anſwer. by a.procura- * © 
os || tor; but he was forced to riſe, and Rand at the bar. 
"> This indiguity grie ved him greatly, he reſolved N 
cht free himfelf- of this bondage. At the ſame time war 
at || breaking'out between England and France, King Ed- 9 
m. ward ſent ambaſſadors to the parliament of Scotland to 
10 ſend aid to him, as now being their over-lord. There, : 


came allo other ambaſſadors from Fn tauce, e 4 toe 
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. _ ancient league to be renewed. The king and the Rates | 
| of Scotland renewed the league with France which had 
5 remained, inviolably kept, for the ſpace of 500 years 
before. The King of England's ſuit was rejected, be- 
cauſe the pretended ſurrender and homage was made 
by John Baliol privately, without the. conſeat of the 
_ parliament, - A marriage. was allo concluded. betwixt 
Prince Edward Baliol, and a daughter of Charles, Earl 
of Valois, brother to the French King Philip. Edward 


. 5 having foreſeen all theſe things, had drawn Robert 
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Bruce, Earl of Carrick, with his friends, (enemies to 
Baliol) and divers noblemen of Scotland, Who held 
lands of bim in England, to bring, ſuch forces us. they 
_ auld make, to affiit; him in the French war but with» 
e taking truce with the French for ſome. months, he: 
ſuddenly turned his forces deſtined againſt. France, to- 
wards Scotland. His navy was vanquiſhed at Berwick, 
"and eighteen of bis ſhips taken, Yer his land hoſt, by 
the means of the Brucian faction, and the Eng Iſlhed- 
Scots noblemen. took the town of Berwick with great 
os flaughter, and ſhortly thereafter, Dunbar, Edinburgh 


and. Stirling. In, and about theſe caſtles, he had. kil- 


led and taken captives the greateſt part of the Scots no- 
_ © blemen ſo that croſſing Forth, the blow being ſo ſud». 
den, he found no preparation for peg 'Balol 
35 ſurrendered himſelf to King Edward at Montroſe, and 
I + was fent by ſea into England, where he remained cap» \ 
tive till ſuch. time as, by interceſſion of the Pope, he 
was let at liberty, ſwearing and giving hoſtages never 
do return into Scotland. King Edward came to Scoon, 
and took 1 upon, him the crown-of Scotland, as forfeited. 
by the rebelliog of his homager Bahol. 'He ſent-for 
the nobles of Scotland who. remained, that they, with 

ſuch as Were his captives, might ſwear homage to him 


as to their liege Lord and As; thoſe who refuſed, 


; were, "detained priſoners, ; f 
King Edward, thinking that now all was fe for. bir 
0 e (ſome. call him 
Warran) Earl of Surrey, and Sir Hugh Creflingham 
treafurer, and returned to proſecute the French war, 
taking ſuch of the nobility of Scotland as he feared, a 
Pe, | with him, with their followers. The great men 
ef Scotland, being in this manner er npriſone. by 
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"STR WILLIAM W 2 ALLAC FEY 
"Kg Edward, or ſworn to his obedience, 444 * - Þ 
_ thereto. by 8805 of the lands holden of the crown of RF 
England; the reſt either fled into the iſſes or highlands 7 
or thought inſullicicnt- to defend 8 own till better 23 

ti; Hess 
But while men of oer begte c 1 5 public cauſe 
of the liberty *of Scotland, William Wallace, a youth 
of honourable birth, being ſon to Malcom Wallace f 
Eiderſlie, but of mean power, having firſt in private | 
killed many Engliſimen of the gartiſons as he could o- 
vertake them, by thele exploits, became fo encouraged, 
IS (being a man of invincible hardineſs, incredible ſtrength 
_ of body, and withal very wiſe and circumſpect) that 
bx he gatliered his friends and neighbours, and by jeopar- 
"1 "dies and firatagens, divers times cut off great numbers 
"iP of the enemy; the report thereof drew to him ſuch as 
affected the liberty and welfare of their country, and 
had courage to hazard themſelves for vindicating there- 


. 

, of. As namely the Earl: Malcolm Lennox, the Lord 

. William Douglas (who had been taken captive at the 

Þ winning of Berwick, whereof he was captain, and ſent 
\ home upon aſſurance). Sir John Graham, Sir Neil 

. Campbe bell Sir Chriſtopher Seaton, Sir John Ramfay, + 
* Sir Fergus Barclay, Andrew Mwray, William Oli- 
- pant; Hugh Hay, Robert Boyd, John Johnftoun, Adam 
| | Gordon, Robert Keith, Ronald Crawford younger, 
" Adam Wallace, Rodger Kilpatrick, Simon and Ale 
"AN _aiider Frazers, James Crawford, Robert Lauder, Scti= 
e |. miger, Alexander Auchinleck, Ruthven, Richard Lan- 
r die, William Crawford, Arthur Biſſet, James and Ro- 
MY _  bert: Lindfay, John Cleland, William Ker, Edward Lit- 

d ile, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Halliday, John Tinto, 

Ty Walter Newbigging, Gerdan Baird, Guthries, Adam 
h Currie, Hugh Dundaſs, John Scot, Steven Ireland, Mr. 
m „ John Blair, Mr, Thomas Gray, and other gentlenien, 22 
4, With their friends and ſervants; who, after ſome va- _ 
I -Vant exploits happily atchieved, and an army of ten 

m khouſand men led by Thomas Earl of Lancaſter to the 
m Earl of Warren, defeated by Wallace at Bigger Chold- „ 
m ing an Aſſembly at the Foreſt Kirk) choſe Wallace to by 
"7 be warden of Scotland, and viceroy in Baliol's abſence» | 
a: . ln which office he ſo valiantly: behaved himſelf, that in 

en a ſhort 1 828 lie recovered all the Rrengthsa on the 2 
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hang ;ed them preſently ; ; among the reſt, Sir Ronald. 
| Cranford; Sheriff of Ayr, uncle. to Wallace, Sir oo 
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ders, and brought the ſouth port of Scotland to 60 
uiet. e 

8 The Engliſh, fearing the toſs of all, ſubtilly dad truce 
with Wallace for one year, beginning in February. In 
June following they proclaimed a Juſtice eyre to be held _ 
_ at Glaſgow and Ayr, the 18 of that month, thinking 
to intrap Wallace and all his friends, and under colour 
of law, to cut them off at the day appointed. All land- 
ed men according to he cuſtom, aſſembling to this 

liſh condemned them for felony, and 


Blair, Sir Neil Montgomery, and many of the barons 


8 of Kyle, 3 Carrick, and Clydſdale. Thoſe 
cho 1 75 by flight advertiſed Wallace, who chanced 


to come later than the reſt. He, aſſembling ſuch of the 


country, as (deteſting ſo horrible à fact) 9 
| Hated the authors thereof, in the beginning of the night 
- ſecretly entered into Ayr, fet fire to the place where 
the Engliſhmen; after that fact, were ſecurely ſleeping, 
and ſuffered. none to eſcape. 
tile iſſuing forth to quench the fire, an ambuſh laid for 


The garriſon of the caſ- 
the purpoſe, entered the houſe, and made it ſure. The 


_ next morning, Wallace came to Glaſgow, where the 
Lord Henry Piercy had retired from Ayr the day be- 


fore; him he expulſed thence with great ſlaughter. The 


5 victory he ſo hotly purſued, that immediately thereaf- 
ter he took the eaſtle of Stirling, . recovered Argyle 
and Lorn; with the town of St. Johnſtoun, and country 
about; thence he travelled through Angus and Mearns, 
Ts raking. in all the ſtrengths until he came to Aberdeen, 
which he found forſaken. by the 


Engliſh, who had fled. 
by ſea, with the Lord Henry Beaumont, an Engliſh | 
Lord, who had married the heretrix of the Earldom 


e Buchan, named Cumming. Thus all the north coun» - 
j try was reduced to the "obedience of Wallace, except 


the caſtle of Dundee; while he lay at the fiege there- 


of, news came of che approach of the Evgliſh arny led 


by John Earl of Warren and Surry, and Sir Hugh Creſ- - 

ſingham, with a great number of Northumberland men 
and Auch of the Scots as held with England to the 
number of thirty thouſand © Wallace having with him 
ten thouſand men ee in amt, met ahem belide 


es on. the north fide of the Forth, which hazing. 


the water. The Earl o 5 
6 ſcaped, were aſſailed by Earl Malcom Lennox, captain _ 
of Stirling caſtle, and being hotly purſucd by. Wallace, 
hardly eſcaped: hiniſelf, flying into Dunbar, a caſtle 
then belonging to the Earl of March. lu: this bat- 
tle, fought the 13th of, September. 1297; there died no 
Scotſman of remark but Andrew Murray of Bothwell. 
The Engliſn garriſons hearing of this:diſcomfiture, fed 


all the ſtrengths of Scotland were e gl 
: Berwick and. Roxbugh. - 


ground had not. been manured, and great famine chreat?- 
| efied the land, . Wallace aft embleck a great boſt, and 
entered England, where. he remained all the winter, © 
and the ſpring following, living upon the enemies“ pro- 
: viſion, and enriching. his foldiers by their ſpoil 3 qgur- - 2 


in open field: only at the firſt entry King Edward, witk Ml 
plain of Stanmure; but perceiving the diſcipline and 
hardy reſolution of Wallace's hot, before they came 
nearer than half a mile, drew back his army and re- 


in order, and purſued them not. Thus King Edward 
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no fords at that place, was paſſable only by a wocden [ 


| Th, "This he on purgoſe had cauſed to be weaken-  * 
ea, ſo that the one half of the hoſt being paſt, Aed-by - |: 
Creflingham, -the bridge broke with the great weight 
of their baggage. Thoſe who were come over, Wale | 

| lace charged ſuddenly before they were put in order. 
and cut the molt part in pieces, with their leader Creſ- 


ſingham: the reſt. dann to efea pe were drowned in 
Warren, and thoſe that e- 


from all places, fo that before the laſt of September, 


After theſe. victories he held. a pe at St. 
Johnſtoun, as warden of Scotland, and ſettled the whole 


country, cauſing the nobility. to ſwear to be faithful to he 
the State, till ſuch time as they. might condeſcend who 
| ould be King: Earl Patrick Dunbar: refuſing to ac þ 
knowledge the authority of this parliament, was chaſ= 


ed ont of Scotland; aud becauſe the years by-paſt the 5 


— en N 


ing which time the Engliſh durſt never encounter him 


a great army of raw. ſoldiers, came againſt him in tgjge 


tired; Wallace, for fear of ambuſh, kept bis ſoldiers. 


left his country to the mercy of a provoked cuemy 55 $4 
and notwithſtanding that he promifed<battle, yet he 
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| years, Berwick and Roxboegly being rendered. to the | 
BY - Scots. Def LY | 
7 Scotland 958 enjoy ing Bestes 0 Wallace bel 2 
S Sa earneſtly requeſted by the French King, to the end 4 
that his ſpecial captains might be kept/in military exer- 4 
cite during the peace, failed” over to France, with 50 A 
of them it his company. He was encountered on the 1 
Way by Thomas of- Charters, commonly called (Thomas 0 
of Longueville,) who with 16 fail infeſted the ſeas: but > 
228 [boarding . [Wallace's ſhip, he was taken by him, and "= 
. _ therefore fought moſt valiantly under him and King 1 
{| Robert Bruce, for the liberty of Scotland. After Wal. | 8 
1 lace landed in France, he was employed in war againſt 3 
4 the Engliſh, who at that time poſſeſſed the duchy of 3 
1; Guienne aud Bourdeabx; them he defeated in ſundry h 
1 ſkirmiſhes. But in a few days he was called home by_ „ 
| ſome of his. friends in Scotland: for King Edward un- 8 
1! derftanding his abſence, and pretending that he had = 
. broken the, peace in Guienne, dealt with Robert Bruce tk 
i Earl of. Carrick; and his friends, and with ſuch noble- Ci 
men of Scotland as held lands in Englend, or envied 100 
J Wallace's glory, telli that it as a ſhame for ther 8 hi 
| to ſaffer Wallace, a Fn gentleman, to ruſe Suotland) --M 
DS while any of the blood royal did remain; ſo promiſing | of 
{! this aſſiſtance to Robert Bruce, he ſent a great army Ar 
. into Scotland, and by the help l of the HBrucian faction, af 
and En glihed noble men, hie eafily obtained the great-⸗ cu 
IF ef Grebpths of Scotland. Wallace retur ned the next dle 
ſummer, and ſecretly amaſſing a number of his ſpecial ret 
Followers, who had lurked 1-1 his back - coming, on a ot; 
* ſudden ſurpriſed St. Johnſtoun by: a ſtratagem; and pur- we 
WT. ſaing his victory hotly, chaſed the Engliſh out of Fiſe. th, 
. Upon the report hereof, all the "I of his followers | to 
| -came from their lurking holes, by whole: aſſiſtance he Bis 
|| recovered divers ſtrengths, ' The Lord William Dou- on 
* glas took. the caſtle of Sanquhar by a ſtratagem, and an 
finding the Engliſh” captains of the neareſt garriſons kit 
coming to beſiege him, he fent ſecretly to Wallace, ho! 
 _ who coming with his power, not only raiſed the ſiege, ed 
but chaſed all the whole Engliſh garriſans out of thoſe fin 
| _ quarters: from hence he came to the north parts, which ol, 
| he recovered with ſmall difficulty; except the 9 to 
| KIT, Pod di. = WY =hink. he Jac) ſiege. . . tyr, 
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The King of England, grie ved at the fortunate faeces 
of Wallace, and underſtanding that he was highly en- 
vied by the Earl of March, the Cummings, (the great - 

eſt ſurname then in Scotland) and divers ancient no- 
blemeh, (from whoſe honour Wallace” 3 renown ſeem. F 
n he fixed up Robert Bruce elder, and 
his faction, perſuading them that Wallace was Bruce's 
only competitor for the crown. Having ſo made a 
feng party for himſelf in Scotland, the next ſpring. he 
came with an army of forty thovſand men, Scots and 
= Engliſh,” to Falkirk, fix miles from Stirling. The 
Zn Scots army was very great, being thirty thouſand as 
if they had been all of one mind, For John Cumming 
Lord of Cumbernauld, (who had an eye to the crown) 
; bad perſuaded the Lord John Stewart of Bute, being 


„ tutor, and grandfather by the mother, to the Lord James 
48 Stewart of Renfrew, lately deceaſed, to contend with 
5 Wallace for the leading of the van-gvard, alledging 
- the qe belonged. to the. Lord S 8 houſe by an- 


4 one Tron: another i in high chaff, there remaining. 5h, 

a | him no more but ten thouſand of his old ſoldiers”: Cum- 

N ming, with athouſand of his followers, after a ſmall ſhew 

8 of reſiſtence, fled treaſonably, leaving the valiant Stew- - - 
3 art incloſed by two battalions of the Engliſh, by whom, 
n, || after he had fought valiantly for a long time, he was 
1. cut off with all his followers. Wallace with his patty , 
we! defended themfelves valiantly, - uprtil- they were, fafely | 
al retired beyond the river Carron, loſing (beſides ſome _ 
TY others) the noble Sir John Graham, the moſt valiant 
8 worthy of Scotland, next unto. Wallace. Bruce, whom 

W the King of England had brought with all his, friende 

ers | to the feld, pretending to aſſiſt bim for, recovery of 8 
he his right From the uſurper. Bruce perceiving Wallace, 
gu- on the other ſide. the Carron, deſired to ſpeak with him, 
ind” and upbraided him with ſo fooliſh an uſurpation of the - 

ons kingdom of Scotland, a againſt ſo powerful a faction at 
ce, home, aſſiſted by ſo. mighty a king abroad, I, anſwer⸗ 
ge, ed Wallace, intended never to reign in Scotland, but 
noſe. finding my native country abandoned by you and. Bali- 8 
nich ol, who have the right · to the crown, have ſet myſelf 51 
ong to defend my friends and neighbours; from the unjuſt 9 
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© Terteth; JH forth moſt unnaturally to tear the . of ö 
Four mother with your own hands. I After divers 
fpfceches to this purpoſe, Brace, perceiving. the fraud- 


could be arrayed, and killed many: ſo that the 18 800 
3 King returned at that time without any further exp 


ful. and ty rannaus dealing of King Edward, returned to 


the oft. The next morning Wallace underſtanding. = 
| dat the Engliſh, army was weakly intrenched, and in 


great ſecurity, amaſſing with his own army ſuch as had 
.eſcaped, ſet upon them in the dawning, before they 


oit. 
Bre remembring what he heard of Wallace, defir- 


ed Ki ing Edward, Ee to his former promiſes, to 
0 


put him in poſſeſſion of fo much öf the kingdom of 
Scotland as then was under his awer to whom he 
:anſwered i in the French tongue, Have we no more a- 


dołbut conquer kingdoms. for you.*. By this ſpeech the 


Lord Bruce conceived ſo great grief and anger, that 
Within few days be departed this life, without ſeeing 
{his eldeſt ſon Robert Bruce, afterwards King, he be: 
ang kept for aſſurance of his father's obedience 1 in br 
is caſtle iu France. 


envigus emulators, that hie returned t St. Johnſtoun, 


fell out at the end of the year 1300. The oppoſite 
faction having gained their defire,: choſe John Cum- 


5 ming governor: the rather beraufe King Edward bad 


e to aſſiſt him to the crown of Scotland. But he 


lace. For, after ſeven months truce, obtained by means 


end to the war, which they expected ſhould be eaſy, 


55 Wallace being now out of the Way. John Cumming, 


Joinin with the Lord Simon Frater, making eight or 
nine thouſand men, came to reſiſt the Engliſh, -who 


Eh having waſted the country as far as Roſlin, about five 
miles from Edinburgh, expecting no reſiſtance, divid- 


| "6 themſelves] 7 three N that . 5 pen 
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Aſter this. unhappy battle, Wallace.” ftving to reco- ; 
wer ſuch caſtles and ſtrengths as King Edward had in- 
_ ikercepted, found ſuch oppo ion and backwardneſs, by - 


And, in the aſſembly « of the States. reſigned his charge of 
50g warden, and with 18 men paſſed again intg France, 
Fecording to a promiſe at his return therefrom. This 
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ad him as great an enemy as he had been to Wal- 


of the French King, Edward ſent Sir Ralph Godfrey 
with a great army to ſubdue the Scate, and to put an 
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fartber into the country. The Scots embracing: the bf 
1 occaſion, ſet d upon the firſt . and eaſily diſcomſit | 
3 ed them: the. ſecond- alſo, albeit ſtrongex by the join- 
ing of. thoſe who fled, was after a long conflict put 2 
te rout, By this the third diviſion, coming to, the re- 
venge, put the Scots to a great ſtrait, as being ſorely_ 
_ wounded,  wearied, and weakened, in the two former 5 
| batiles, and having to withſtand a freſh enemy; of far 
greater number: bereupon they were forced to kill all 
the captives, leſt they ſhould aſſiſt the enemy, and with | 
| Their weapons to arm the baggage. men; and. ſetting 
Forward both with courage and. neceſlitys. ſeeing no e- 


> | 
5 | Wag tr after a. long and hard. fight, they put the enemy Fa 
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> = flight... This was march 24th» 18% | 
ö King Edward, fore incenſed by this evil Gece 7 5 
> = Robert. Bruce younger, out of Calais, whom he per- 
t ſuaded, that he had for a lang time, againſt Wallace, 
8 - EE his father's right to the crown of Scotland: 
that having put Wallace out of the way, he found the 
- || Cummings as great enemies: Notwithſtandipg, he in- 
5 | tended yet once more to put that enemy out of the way 
2 3 and to ſettle him in his kingdom. The young prince, & 
- . him, cauſed all his friends and favourers in 
y - Scatland to join with him, and entering the border, 
bs ſpoiled che country and took divers caſtles as far as 
5 Douglas. Some report, that the Lady Douglas, nam- | 
"i ed Ferras, an Engliſh. woman, betrayed that caſtle to 
is : the. Bruce, who took the Lord, Wilkam- Douglas ap- 
te || tive, with all his children and goods. The Lord him 
u- ſelf was: kept priſoner iy Berwick, aud thereafter in 
ad York; where he died. Mean time, King Edward bad 5 
he 7 - prepared: a. mig ty army, bota by land and fea, with | 
2 oh Which he entered Scotland, and ſubalued all. before him Wm 
ns || while. he came to Stirling, kept then by. Sir William 
(4 | - Oliphant, - WhO after a. long ſiege, knowiag of no re- | | 
an | Ulicf, yielded the caſile upon condition that himſelf and | 
[ys all that were with him, ſhould paſs with their lives |. 
Ts -ſafe : Notwithſtanding King Edward kept {till all-the | 
or noblemen, together with the captain Sir William Oli- | 
ho || phast: and ſuch as. would not ſwear homage to him, | 
ive | (pretending 10. be the protector of Robert Bruce's |__ 
id- right) he ſent priſouers te Londen. Having in this 
4 


oil caſtle INE divers. of Joby: Samay s friends, 
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| he Wen them to draw him to 3 parley with Ja} : l 
1 in which he fo blinded him with the hopes of the king. 7 h 
dom, and wfth fear of utter undoing, , that be joined 7 ti 
* himfſelf and his friends to the: Eugli; who. by cis ac⸗ 0G 
1 ccflion; eaſily paſſed forward with the courſe of victo- „ Ee 
ry, as far as the utmoſt bounds of 'Roſs: and in his u 
back coming, carried away with him into England all _ „ 
books, regiſters, hiſtories, laws and monuments of the 8 
Fingdom; and among others the fatal marble chair, w 
4. .| whereupon the former Scots Kings uſed to be crowned J 
at Scoon, on which was engraven a ptophecy, bearing, * 
That wherever this chair ſhould be tranſported,” the * 
Scots ſhould command there.“ He carried alſo with pe 
im all the learned men and profeſſors of Scotland, a2 el 
mong others the famous Doctor John Duns, ſurnamed a1 
Scotus, thinking hereby to Diſcourage and effeminate t! 
{ | the minds of the Scots, that they ſhould caſt off all care "WM 
of recovering their liberty, the memory thereof be- 2 
1 | ing drowned in oblivion.” At his return into England, | tr 
{- he left his couſin, Sir Aymer de Vallance, Earl of vi 
Pembroke, viceroy, i fortified all the caſtles with „ 
ſtrang garriſons. 5 p. 
The Scots, who ſtood for the liberty of chivier country, | to 
being forſaken by John Cumming, ſent earneſt, letters . 
to France to move Wallace to return.” He was then ce 
making war upon the Engliſh f in Gnienne; but hearing 1 
the miſchiefs of his country, he obtained leave of the 10 
French King to return: and fecretly gathering ſome of g 
huis old friends, recovered divers caſtles and towns in ſh 
the north, and having greatly increaſed his army, be- || <c 
ſieged St. Johnftoun tall i it ſurrendered. But as he pro- = 
ceeded in the courſe of his victories, he was betrayed - To 
by his familiar friend, Sir John Monteith, to Aymer de E 
Vallance, who ſent him into England, where; by King * 
R Edward's command, he was put to death, and his bo- He 
Ady quartered; and ſent into the principal Zities of Scot- „ 
. land, to be ſet up for a terror to others. IE th 
„ Notwithſtanding, this cruelty prevailed | little for 1 * fr 
aſſuring of King Edward's conqueſt; new enemies a- 3 
riſing whence he leaſt expected: for as he returned m 
from his laſt journey into Scotland, John Cumming and er 
"Robert Bruce meeting together, after a long confer-. Wo: 
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SIR WILLIAM WAI. L AC E. 15 
withſtanding he had promiſed to each of them apart 
his help to obtain the crown of Scotland, yet his inten- 
tion was only to uſe their aſſiſtance to conquer and ſe- 


cure it to himſelf, as he well declared, by ſpoiling the 


Country of all monuments, public and private. Here 
| pon they agreed that Cumming ſhould quit all his right 
to the crown in favours of Bruce, and that Bruce ſhould ” 
give him all his lands for his aſſiſtance, and this contract 
was written and ſealed by both parties. Upon this 
| Brute, watching an opportunity to riſe in arms, left his 
wife and children in Scotland, and went to the court of 
England. After his departure, Cumming (as it is re- 
ported) either repenting himſelf of this agreement, or 
elſe endeavouring fraudulently to oppoſe his co. rival, 
and ſo obtain an eaſier way to the kingdom, revealꝰd 


bl 


their ſecret combination to Edward; and in evidence 


of it, he ſent, him the covenant ſigned by-them both. 

Upon that, Bruce was impleaded as guilty of high- 
treaſon; he was forbidden to depart the court, and a pri- 
vy a ſet over him to inſpect his words and actions. 
be King's delay to puniſn him for a crime fo manifeſt 
proceeded from a dehre he had to take his brethren 


2008 before tbey had heard any note of his execution. 


Bruce, advertiſed of his danger by the Earl of Glo- 
ceſler (ſome call him the Earl of Montgomery) his old 
friend, who had ſent him a pair of ſharp ſpurs, and 
ſome crowns of gold, as if he had borrowed the ſame, _ 
athens the meaning of this propine, cauſed by night, 
ſhoe three horſes backward, and poſtcd away from 


court with two in his company, and on the fifth day, 


(the way being deep in winter,) arrived at his- o.] 
caſtle of Lochmabane, where he found his brother 


Edward, with Robert Fleming, James Lindſay, Robert 


ee and Thomas of Charters, who told bim 
how Wallace was betrayed by Sir John Monteith, and 
the Cumming faction a few days before. Immediately | 
_ thereafter they intercepted a meſſenger with letters 
from Cumming to King Edward, defiring that Bruce 
ſhould” be difpatched in haſte, leſt (being a nobleman 
much favoured by the commons) he mould raiſe great - 
er ſtirs. The treachery of John Cumming, before on- 
ly ſuſpected, was hereby made manifeſt, Which ſo in- 
3 the Lord e that niding, to Dumfries, and 
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him with bis dagger; and others Who were about him 
daoing tbe like, not only diſpatched him, but alſo his 


him. This llaaghter fell out on the gth of F ng 


"pay in the year 1306, as we now account. 


whole puiſſant name of Cumming, with their allies, the 
- - Earl of March, the Lord of Lorn, che Lord of Aber- 
-  nethy, the Lord of Brechin, the Lord Soules, the moſt 


:  mings;z the Earl of March, the Lord William Soules, 


Hege Cumming. at the maſs of che Gray⸗ Friers, * . 
he had ſhown him his letters, in impatience he ſtabbed 


-coufin Sir Edward Cumming, and others who aſſiſted 


. 
25 


The Bruce, thus rid. of one enemy, favnd: a great * 
| über as it were ariſing out of his aſhes, even the 


Part of the north, and all Galloway followed the Cum · 


| coomantied the Merſe, with Berwick and the border; 5 
all which they yielded to King Edward, and maintain- 
2 againſt Nobert Bruce. At the, fame time his two 


- @ << 


Crawford younger, fearetly: — in Galloway; were Ba 


taken by Duncan Macdougal a great man in Galloway, ret 
8 ſent to King Edward, who cauſed them all threr Fri 
to be hanged. On the other ſide, aſſembled to him, || . *Þ 
beſide theſe above named, the ycung Lord James Don. || fail 
las, ( who hearing of his father's death had returned all 
* rum France, where he was at ſchool; and ſtaid a time Th 
-- with bis kinſman, William Lombecton, biſkop of St. 1 
Andrews,] Earl Malcom Lennox. Earl John of Athol, | I. 
1 although of the Cumming blood, yet being father-in= Sir 
law to Edward Bruce,) Sir Neil Campbell, Sir Gilbert to. 
1 Sir Chriſtopher Seaton, Sir Thomas Ronald, Sir old 
Hugh Hay, John Somerville, David Barclay, Alexan- of N 
der and Simon Frazer, Sir Robert Boyd, Sir William aft, 
. Halyburton; with fundry who had ſtood with Wallace hin 
before. Wich this company he paſt into Scoon, end took f| 2". 


upon him the crown of Scotlaud in April 1309. After ive 
this he gathered an army, minding to beficge Fr. John- pla. 


ſloun. But finding his power tod weak, he retired to 1 
Merhven, where he was unexpectedly aſſaulted and ſet 
Adiſeomfited by Sir Aymer de Vallance, but with [mall had 
- Iſs of men, except ſome who were taken, as Randal, ns 
Barclay, Frazer, Inchmartine, Somerville, and Sir Hugh | | v8 


Hay, who were conſtrained to ſwear homage to. Ki 


- End... —— commons 3 with- this bard | 
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1 feariag the Engliſh, forſook the new King; 1 
who had a ſmall company of gentlemen about him, win 


whom he travelled towards Argyle, meaning to lurk 
for a time with his brother-in-law Sir Neil Campbell; 


but he was encountered by the way, by John of Lorn, = 


couſin to Jolin Cumming, and conſtrained to flee, albeit 


with ſmall ſlaughter of his own folk. After this ſecond _ 
difcomfiture, he ſent his Queen, (being daughter to 

Gratney Earl of Mar,) with his brother Sir Neil Bruce, 
and John Earl of Athol, to the caſtle of Kildrimmy, in 


Mar. The King of England ſent his ſon, Prince Ed - 5 


ward, with a mighty hoſt, to beſiege this caſtle. The 
Queen hearing this, fled to the frith of Tain in Roſs: 
but the Earl of Roſs took her, and her daughter, and 


ſent them caprives into England, The caitle of Kil- 


_ drimmy was traitorouſſy burnt by one of the garriſons + 
all that were within it taken ane hanged,” at the com- be. 
3 mand of the Engliſh King. 5 fo 
| Robert, ſeeing winter approaching, and Koi 5 7 
| retrent in the main Land, retired with his moſt entire 
friends, to his old friend Angus, Lord of the Iles; with 
whom he ſtayed a ſhort time in Kintyre, and thereafter 


ſailed over into the Iſle of Raughline, where he lurked 
all the winter; every man eſteeming bim to be dead. 


The next Foring-he landed quietly in Carrick, and on 


a ſudden intercepted his own caſtle of Turnberty. The 


Lord Pierey flying home out of it to his own county. 
Sir James Douglas, departing thence ſecretly, came in- 3 
to Douglas dale, and by means of Thomas Dickſon, an 
old ſervant of his father's, he rerovered his own 3 dS 
of Douglas, and caft it down once and again; there: 


after he returned to * obert to Cumnock, ſhe wing 
him that Aymer de Val 


an army, were coming againſt him. The King with 


-five hundred valiant men kept themſelves in a ſtrong 


place, waiting while Sir Aymer ſhould: invade . 
took no herd to John of Lorn, who fetching a compals, | 


fet upon his back with eight hundred highlandmen, and —= 
had well nigh. encloſed them about. The King perceive 2 i 
ing the danger, divided his men in three-i'and/appoint= 


ing where they ſhould meet at night : fled three ſundry _ 
ways. John of: Lorn having a foth- hound, purſued | 


full after 58 ae who putting wy all that were in 


- 


nee, and John of Lorn, with - 


— 
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his company, ſave one man, fled into the next wood, 
and witli great difficulty eſcaped the floth-hound. Sfr 
Aymer, difappointed of this enterprize, ſhortly there- 
[1 after, with fifteen hundred choſen men, very nigh ſur- 
. 8 the King in Glentole- wood: But the King with 
his men taking courage, reſolutely defended the place, 
. Which: was very ſtrong, and killing divers of the 
firſt Who aſſaulted them, the reſt led back. Therefore, 
5 with more coufage, he went into tlie fields, reduced 
Kyle and Cunningham to his obedience, Sir James 


. 
— © eh 


rr 
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at a {traſt place in Cunningham, called the Nether- 
|. - foordy where” Sir Philip ee paſſing, with. 
- 8 theuſand men againſt the King, being then in Kyle, 
- _ _killed-many of them and put the relt to flight. On the 
temp of May following, Sir Aymer, with three thou - 
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in Kyle t King Robert hearing of his coming; albeit he 
1 _excceded nat see men, came forth . bim, at a 
plwace under Loudon: hill, which he ſo fortifiecd on every 


: 
—_— 


atlantic. 
OF. 
* 
* 


WL lute valour of ſo few, Sir Aymer was put to flight, 
=} whicir.he-took fo ſore to heart, that he retired into 


 Eugland, and. gave over his office; of warden, or-vice» 


into Scotland in his place. «© 


- 


gf - — King Robert, after this, palt into the north, leaving Sir 
James Dovglas or: the borders, who, taking his own caſtle 


bt tewdayschaled all the,Engliſtrout of Douglas-dale, Ettrick 


FE. | foreſt, and Jedburgh foreſt,” and took Sir Thomas, Rannald 
the King's hiiter's on, (Who had followed the Engliſh ever 
f finee his captivity,) and Sir Alexander Stewart of Bonkle. 
Six Alexander and Simon Frazer, meeting King Robert in 
the north ſhewed him, how John Cumming Earl of Buch- 
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te Cummin faction, were gathering an array againſt him. 
MNMilean while, by the aſſiſtance of his friends in theſe quar- 
ters, on a ſudden he ſurpriz'd the caſtle of Inverneſs, the 
fange bf Which victory cauſed, many other ſtrengths to yield: 
al Which he- overtbrew, and greatly increaſed the number ot 
bis friends. In his return, taking {izknels. at Inverary, 
Cumming et upon him. The King, after his friends had 
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Douglas alſo, with threeſcore men, Lying-in an ambuſk - 


1 et prong e 6 ket ny" eee Galton - . 


WH band with dykes and ſouſies, that the enemy could not 
inalofe him on both ſides: and ſo by the ſtout and reſo- 


bt Douglas 9 a ſtratagem, raz d it to the ground, and in a 


7H OY David Lord Brechin, Sir John Moubrayz and the reſt of 
rife | 


bor a time defended him, recovering ſomewhat, went out to 


roy, John of Britain, Earl of Richmond, being {cut 
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p; 5 thefield, and ſo hardlyaffaulted his enemy at Old Meldrum 
. | that albeit their number was far gener, yet they took theiz?)-- 
3 flight, With the like ſucceſs he ſet upon the King in Glen, 
> elk in Argus, where being ſhamefully put to flight, he fled?) - 
into England, with Sir. John Moubray, and died there ſhort ! 
* 15. Lord David Brechin fortified his own caſtle, but David}: - 
e Earl of Athol forced him to yield it and himfelf to the King, 
. Mean time Philip Frazer took the caſtle of Forfar: and th 
8 Eing purſuing this victory, reduced all the north to his o- 
I bediepce; and joining with the Lord James Douglas, return · 
ing from the South With his two captives; he tookeSt. bn 


4 
* 


Bi 7 LY” 
f 
of 


ſtoun by ſurprizal: from thence he paſſed into Lorn, the Lord 
mY _ Whereof had ambuilied two thouſand men, on the fide of a 
1  Nigh ifeep hill, where the King behoved to enter,through a 
„ _ natrow-paſluge 4 But sir James Douglas, with Sir Alexan=| |- 
e ger Prozers And Sir Andrew Gray, © imbing the hi, came! 
| {uddenly.on their backs, and put them to fight, ; John of | 
korn fled inte England by ſez ! his father, Lord Alexander! | | 
n | M'Douga), yielded himſelf, and the'caltle of Dunſtafſoage. | 


=» 


* By rheſe meant, all on the north {ide of Forth was redue · 1 
7 ed to abedienee: Sir Edward, his brother, in the mean time, 
ot who by long and Har fiigh:ing, had conquered 1 1% 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


os | James Douglas, by a {tratagem, ſurpriſed the ſtrong caſtle: | 
ts || of Roxburg) on the Faſtens even, While all the garriſon!- | 
10 lafter the cuſtom of the time) were feaſting and playing me 
riot, The report whereof, ſo whetted the valiant Phomas | 

© | Randal; newly reſtored to his uncle's favour, and made Fart; |: 
ut F of Murray, that having beß ged thecaſtle of Edinburgh for 
ak ſome months, he ſer himſelf by all means to carry the lame, 
. Which be obtained 15 a t up through the rock 
Sir cliſcovered by him; by which he and ſundry ftour gentle: 
tle men. ſecretly paſſed up, Obi en 50A wall, after long and 
EE. dangerous bghting, made +herrſelves. maſters of the place. 
ck The garriſons of Rutherglen, Lanerk, Dumfries, Ayr, Dun 
ald dee, and Bute, hearing this, yielded up theſe caſtles, which | 8 
5 Were all razed, The Iſſe of Man, alſo returned to the obe | 
le, dience of the crown of Scotland. Sir Edward Bruce, having | 
n — befieged Stirling caſtle three months, agreed with the cap- | |: 
ch. tain, Sir Philip Moubray, that if the King of England dia 
of | not reſcue him Within twelve months thereafter, the caitle| *| 
u. | thould be yield:d/to king Robert.  Albeir this ſcemed 4 
|| rail provocation of ſo mighty a King W Edward Long 
the thanks ; (but far degenętate from Lis Me J not o- 
| ly England and Ireland, and many Engliſhed Scots, with the 
rot ducky of Guienne; Bourdeaux, and other parts of France ſub- 
IrY,  Je& to him, but alſo the low coutitries i{trifly-confederate 
' with him: yet King Robert prepared himſelf to encounter 
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tte bim in the fields, and gathered five and thirty thouſand men, 
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Fit wha fm e Dumbar,-was ſent 
dy the Earl into England in a fiſher- boat, leaving two hun- 


r 


_ fe Willam Wepont, and Sir Walter Ro 
1 Aſter chis victory, Stirlin 
| and Abe 


wo. 
LE 


> 7 
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And all happineſs from God. Fareuel. 
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- ew. büt valiant. The king of England had above a hun- 
red thoufand foot, and ten thoutand- hörſe: with which 
_ *mnultnude, intending to deftroy the inhabitants of Scotland, 

tand to divide the land to his follbwers, he came to Bannock- 

_ urn,” (twe miles from Stirling,) Where, on the ziſt of 
une, 1314. he was encounteted by the Scots, and after 
1 . his great army put to the rout : him - 

all company, fleeing into Dumbar, was ſent 


Hred noblemen and gentlemen Killed by the Scots, and as 
many taken: the number of the commons ſlain and taken 
Was incredible. Of Scots were 3 ntlemen of note 

5 We {s; with four thou - 
land common ſoldiers; J 6 
1 his vi. being yielded, and Dumbarton 
, DHotten by compoſition, the Far! of March, the Lord Soules, 


N 
i 


em to obedience, : 


four years thereafter, 1318, and the Scots making divers in- 


-. - . curſions into Ergland, under the leading of Earl Thomas 


_ Randal, and James Lord Douglas, requited the harms.re- 


. bal from them before, and enriched themſelves with their 


27 


{ibly.err in ſome circumſtances ↄf time, place, and num- 
er, or names of men, yet generally they write the truth of 


F the ſtory of thoſe times, both at greater. length, and upon 
more certain information; than thoſe who have Written our 


1 7 85 chronicles. 80 committing them to r 


(gentle and courteous reader,] I with thee: profit thereby, 
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. 1 4 DWARD N II. kept up the ſame claim on Scot wand. Th 


Which his father: had begun: and after ſeveral unſuc- 


Ciebfsful atzempts to eſtabliſt it, he reſolyed to make a great 
effort, arid at once, reduce that turbulent nation, Which 
| | had put ſo many fignal affronts upon his father and himſelt. 
In the ſpriag, 1314. he allembſed the moſt numerous ar- 
my that had ever croſſed the borders, compeſed of diffe- 
rent nations, and amounting to above oo, co effective men 


- | beſides. a huge multitude of attendants. who came along in 
hopes of ſharing in the plunder of a conquered enemy, At 


parade, and in fall confidence of victory. Robert Bruce, 


** 


rnethy,- and others of the Cummings“, allies, were 
_ _ > Yeconciledito the Ki 75 who pat into the Iſles, and brought 

1 taking John of Lorn captive, who died 
in priſon in Lochieven. - Thus Scotland was freed of the 
ndage-of England, except Berwick, which was recovered 


As for the authority of theſe two hiſtories although they 


the head of thefe he marched northward with an uncommon _ 
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E OF BANNOCKBURN. 24. 


Who now carried upon the point. of t 


Ward, upon ſeveral eminences; ſouth from the prefent vil- 


_ the ſon of that Robert Bruce who: held a conference with 
Wallace upon the banks of the Carron, and grandſon of him 
_ who had been competitor with Baliol, had, in 1306, been 
_ crowned King of Scotland, and being informed of Edwards 
formidable preparations, he raiſed an army of 35,000 of his 
ſubjects. to oppoſe him. This armament. bore but a ſmall 1-4 
5 Pap rtion to that of Edward's ; but it was compoſed g 
" loldiers, Who were hardened by Wa of war, and | 
.of the fword, liberty nd 
honour, andevery thing that was dear to them. With theſe 1 


Robert took up his {tation in the neighbourhood of Stirling, 
and waited for Edward's arrival. The two armies came in 
ſight of each other in the month of June, and ſoon after, a a 
bloody battle was fought, in which the Scois obtained a vic- 
tory, the moſt celebrated of any in the annals of that king · 
ee e ee that memorable event was as fol- 
VVT e e 3 


Tue Engliſh, marched from Edinburgh to Falkirk in one 
day, and upon the morrow ſetting out from thence to 
Wards Stirling, encamped to the northward of the Tor- 
_ wead; About upper Bannockburn, and back ward upon the 
muir of Plean, in the neighbourhood of the ancient Roman 
cCauſeway, pieces of e pots, and other veſſels have 
deen found; and upon rocks near the ſurface, marks of fire 
have been diſcovered, where it is ſuppoſed the ſoldiers 
had made ready their proviſions. Barbour, the author f 
EKiog Robert Bruce's life, ſpeaks as if their camp had ſtretch- 
ed ſo far northward as to occupy à part of Carſe grount; 
and ſo vaſt a multitude muſt doubtleſs have covered a large 


tract of country. 


The Scottiſh army was poſted about a mile to the nortb- 


lage of St. Ninian's.- Upon the ſummit of one of theſe mi- 
nences, now called Brock's bare, is a ſtone ſunk into the 
earth, with a round hole in it, near three inches in diame; 


yy ter, and much the ſame in depth in which, according to 


tradition. King Robert's ſtandard was fixed, the reyal tent 


having been ereQed near it. This ſtone is well known is 


that neighbourhood by the name of the Bore-ſtane, The 


imall river of Bannockburn, remarkable for its ſteep and 

rugged banks, ran in a narre · v valley between the two camps. 

Il be caſtle of Surkog was ſtill in the hands of the Engliſh. - 

Edward Bruce, the King's brother, had in the ſpring: of 

_ - this year, laid: ſiege to it, but found himſelf obliged to aban- 
don the eaterpnze;; only by a treaty between that prince 

and Maia. the ene was agreed, that if the gar- 


Pl 
- 


riſon received no reſief from England before a year expired, i 


the battle, a ſtrong body of cavalry, to the number of B20,' - | 


was detached from the Englith camp, under the conduet of 
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ttzhbe place where they were, told him that a roſe had fallen 
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* without his aſhſtance, he ſtopped. thort, that his friend might 


8 | becauſe he had the charge of that part throuf 
| 


. | uation enſued; in ſight of both armies 


|  ar-firſt refuſed, but 


made them ſo eager for the 


defeated, and many of them [lain : uud Randolph returned 1 
to the camp amidſt acclamations of univerſal joy. To per- OY 
petuate the memory of this victory, two ſtones were reared hilt 
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Ul | ina ſpot which has lately been incloſed for a garden; at the 
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— panes 


rd Clifford to the relief of that-garriſon Theſe \ hayieg 8 
A d ſame hollow grounds upon the edge of the 
The King 


| liring Thomas Randolph, Earl of Murray, to look towards 


paſſed the Scors arty before they were obſerved, =} = nc 
himſelf Was the firſt that perceived them, and de- | 


* 
* 


from his chaplet. Randolph, conſidering this as a reproach, _ 
: which the 
' Engliſh had marched, immediately ſet out after them with . 
® Party of goo hotſe; and epning/up. ih them in the pink 5 
where the ſmall village of Newhouſe now ftinds, a 'ſhirp 
dd e the garriſon of 
Stirling. it was fought with valour on both ſidès; and it 
was ſome time doubtful where victory would turn. King 
Robert, attended by ſome of his officers, beheld*the en- 
counter from a riſing ground, ſuppoſed to be the round hill 
immediately upon the welt of St. Ninian's, now called 
Cock · not · hill. James Douglas, perceiving tlie diſtreſs ot 
Randolph, who was greatly. inferior to the enemy in num 
bers, alked leave to 89 to his ſupport, / This King | 
afterwards conſenting 
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Krlt refuſed, but i ing, Douglas pat his- 
ſoldiers in motion; obſerving however, as he was on the 
that the victory was upon the point of being won 


4 
* 


have the unrivalled glory of . The Engliſh were entirely 


up in the field; and are ftill to be ſeen there. They ſtand 


north end of the village ef Newhouſe, and abo 


” 


and about à quarter 
of a mile, from the borough pert of Stirling 
This victory gave new ſpirits to the whole army, and 
| a eneral engagement, that the 
night, tho! among the fhorteſt of the year, ſeemed long to 
them. Edward too, exaſperated at the defeat of his detach⸗-⸗ 
ment, was eres, S. to bring on the battle on the morrow, * 
At length appeared the dawn of that important day, which 
Was to decide, whether Scotland was henceforth to be an 
independant kingdom, ot ſubiect to à foreign yoke, Early 
_ #}} was in motion in both armies ; religious ſentiments were 
mingled with the nilitary ardour of the Scots; a ſolemn 
maſs, in the manner of theſe times, Was ſaid by the Abbot 
of-Inchaffory, a monaſtory in Strathearn, who alſo admini- t 
_ _ fired the ſacrament to ONES the great officers about 
bim, white inferior prieits did the fame to the reſt of the 
army. Atier this they formed in order of battle, in a track 
_ of ground !!!!! ER Ns along the 
dechyity of a gentle rifing hilt; This ſituation had been pre- 


_ vioully cholen becaule ot its advantages. Upon the right 


— 
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pA TEE OFBANNOCEBURN, „ 
they had A range of ſteep rocks, now called Mutray's Craig, 
and in their front were ſteep banks of the rivulet of Bag 
nockburn. Not far behind them was a wood fome veſtiges 
_ of Which {HIV remain. Upon the left was a moraſs, now 
called Milton bog, from its pony to a ſmall village of that 
name: much of this bog is ſtill undrained, and à part of it in 
5% at preſent a null. dam. As it was then the middle of ſum- 
| mer, it was almoſt quite dry. But King Robert had recourſs _ : 
25 to a ſtratagem, in order to prevent any attack from that 
quarter. He had ordered many ditches and pits to be dig- 
ged in the moraſs, and {takes ſharpened at both ends, to be 
driven unto them, and the whole to be covered over again 
with green tyrf, ſo that the graund had {till the appearance 
of being firm. He alſo cauſed erow- feet, or ſharp pointed 
irons to be ſcattered throughout the morafs : ſome of wick 
have been found there in W of people ſtill living 
the ſame mancœuvres were likewiſe carried on for a little 
way along the front of the left wing; for there the banks, 
for about two hundred yards, being more flat than they are 
any where elſe, it was the only place where the enemy could 
pPaſs the river in any ſort of order. By means of theſe arti- 
ficial improvements, joined to the natural ſtrength of the 
ground, the Scotch army ſtood as within an intrenchment, 
and the inviſible pits and ditches anſwered the concealed 8 
batteries of more modern tines ! 
Amongſt the other occurrences of this memorable day 
hiltorians mention an aceident of a ſingulat nature, Ag the 
tuo armies were about to engage, The Abbor of Inchaffer 
3 5 before the Scots, with a cruciſix in his hand, 
they all fell down upon their knees in the act of devotion. + 
The enemy obſerving them in fo uncommon a poſture, con. 
claded that they were frighted into ſubmiſſion, and that, hy 
kneeling, when they ſhould be ready to fight. they meant 
he | to ſurrender at diſcretion, and only to beg their lives; hut 
to. | they were ſoon undeceived, when they faw them rid ggg 
h- | and ſtand to their arms with ſteady cohntenanees, 


* , 
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J ed ed dear SRO 


ch , The Engliſh began the action by a briſk. charge upon H 
oi” left wing of the Scots. commanded by Randolph, near the 
ay | ſpot where the bridge is no thrown over the river, at the. 
175 ſmall village of Chatters-hall. Heraabout was the only place 
e where the river gould be croſſed in any order. A large bo- 
bot dy of cavalry advanced to attack him in front, while ano- 
7 ther fetched a compaſs to fall upon his flank and rear, but“ 
Mit before they could come to a cloſe engagement, they fell ins 
"i to the ſnare that had been laid for them. Many of ther 
ach horſes: were ſoon diſabled by the ſharp irons; ruſhing int 
the | their feet, others tumdled into the concealed pits and could | 

| not diſentangle themſelves, Pieces of their harneſhngy, win 
cht bits of broken ſpears, and other armour, {till continue to bs 
OY dug-up n.4he Doſs HF PT EY 
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| . | AN 40000 2 or T H E. 
3 In the beginnir ; of the e engagement, an incident happ: 

FE ed, which; thou a itſell Fun If I moment. wat . red 

important by its conſequences. King Robert was mounted 

on horſeback, 1 battle · ax in his hand, and upon his 

.- Helmet he wore a high turban in the form of a crown, by 

wap of diſtinction. T his, together with his activity, ren- 

. 2 him ren 5 s he rode before. the lines. An 

i Te n., who-was: ranked among 

in Kin e 8 EN came galloping furiouſſy 

— 1 1 on uk 5 er to engage 2 hin: in i me combat, 

" expeRing, by ſo eminent an act of chivalry. at =. to put 

| : an end to the conteſt, and gain immortal rene wn to himelf; 
1 
[- 


"+; in 


but the enterprizi champion having miſſed the firſt blow, 
Vas immediately ſtruck dead with the - bantle-ax which the. 
= carr in hi hand. of 


hp: 5 — by Rü b bef fore ee fed ee er to 
* highelt pitch. They ruſhed furiouſly upon the enemy, 
2 dne paring hn this zine . . 2 iy — . 


e ee de $the 
ed. greatly: to the. victory: All 
1 Scottiſh; Denys NG are 
4014 6 Rad a 5 20,606, had been.ordered 
g itle to retire behind Murray's craig. But having we. 14 * 
ing + engagement, arrapged themſelves in a martial Form, | 
9 "marched tothe top; of the hill, and diſplaying white 
© ſheets fixed upon poles inſtead of banners, moved towards 
che field of battle with hideous outs, - The Englith, per- 
ceiving this motely crowd, and taking them for A reſh.rein- | 
forcement advancing to ſupport the Scots, were. 15 with 
£4 0 go" a panic,” that they tre way in c 
nan Lays that he King of England was the Sil who 
; but in this he conträdigts ali other 3 who a- 
er Thar he wWas among the laſt in the field. The Stars 
Mi purines and 1 the llaugluer among the ene y, e- 


12 2. 5 9 Vin paſſiog abe rixer? where. they could keep bo or- 
„5 © 4: besagte ofthe” irregutlartt 7-of the” . Bn Bs Ed; 
wWuard himſelf eſcaped with: Silly: | 
| © ſued above go miles by Sir James pr $ CITE a or 
= $ lig horſe : he was upon the point of he ing taken priſoner. 


n be was received into the cih of Dunbar by the Earl 
of March, who,conveyed him to England by Tex in a fiſh- 
ex's boat: His immenſe army being entirely diſcomfited. 
The Scots only loft 4000 men, while the loſs of 65 AA 
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